
Knox United Church 
Sunday, March 21st, 2021 

Fifth Sunday in Lent 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
again & again,  
we are reformed 
 
 

(portions of this service are taken or adapted from Again and Again, a Lent worship 
resource with prayers by Sarah Are / A Sanctified Art LLC / sanctifiedart.org)   

 
Prelude: https://youtu.be/rqeAGV5pAog  

 
 

 
As we gather for worship today, we acknowledge that the land on which we 
gather is Treaty 6 territory, the ancestral land of several Indigenous nations, 
and part of the homeland of the Metis. We respect the sacredness of our 
shared home and the ground on which we walk, and we are grateful for its 
stewardship through the centuries. 
 

Every week is a new week, 
another chance to say: 
“Here I am. Use me.” 
Every day is a new day, 
another chance to say: 
“Thank you for yesterday. Thank you for tomorrow.” 
Every hour is a new hour, 
another chance to say, 
“Again and again, make me new.” 
We do not come to this time to stay the same. 
We come to this time to be changed. 
Let’s worship God, 

https://youtu.be/rqeAGV5pAog


who created yesterday, will create tomorrow, and even now is creating 
something new. 
 

Gathering Prayer 

With old stories and new directions, the pathway of our worship takes us 
through this season of Lent on a journey of turning and re-turning, 
remembering and seeing anew things we have believed were familiar.  May 
our spirits join with the Great Spirit in this moment, opening up to God’s 
realm unfolding, listening for Jesus’ call to love and care, and seeking on 
the wings of the Spirit new horizons for life and faith. 
In song, in prayer, in silence and in being a community together here, may 
we to become more fully human, more deeply faithful, and more completely 
children of God. 
Amen. 
 

Hymns: 

 Let Us Build a House MV 1  

  Blandine Norman and Mary Lou Beck 

  https://youtu.be/pGu_MQXfZso  

 

 God of Grace and God of Glory VU 686  

  Wayne Knouse and Marcel de la Gorgendiere 

  https://youtu.be/LuExl7o4zuI   

 

Holy Conversation 

We want to see God.  We want to be known as the people who looked for 
Jesus. 
But not only that, we want to be people who have God’s covenant written on 
our hearts. 
Why do we feel so far away from that at times?  What went wrong?  Where 
did we lose our way?  Can God, once again, write on our fragile hearts?  
We would be so grateful. 
Despite our distractions, despite wrong turns time and time again, we are 
known and loved by God. 

https://youtu.be/pGu_MQXfZso
https://youtu.be/LuExl7o4zuI


Like a lighthouse keeper by the sea, God will never stop waving us home. 
So we hear and believe the good news of the gospel: our fragile bones are 
held by the Great Creator; our fragile hearts are loved by the Great Creator; 
our tender spirits are blessed by the Great Creator. 
Today is a new day.  Again and again, we are reformed. 
Amen. 

 

Prayer before Scriptures: 

Scripture tells us that God’s word is written on our hearts, but we struggle to 
hear it. 
Is it possible that we have covered up God’s words with our own self-
narratives? 
Is it possible that we have erased God’s truth to write our own? 
Is it possible that we have forgotten God’s words entirely? 
May we be taken back to the beginning. 
May the self-talk that distracts be removed. 
May the cobwebs of doubt be cleared away. 
May we be shown how to look inside ourselves for God’s truth, and then 
may it be written on our hearts once more. 
We are listening. 
We are hopeful. 
We are here. 
Speak now, God. 
Amen. 

 

Scriptures: 

Jeremiah 31:31-34 

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new 
covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. It will not be like 
the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand 
to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I 
was their husband,* says the Lord. But this is the covenant that I will make 
with the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will put my law 
within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and 
they shall be my people. No longer shall they teach one another, or say to 
each other, ‘Know the Lord’, for they shall all know me, from the least of 
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them to the greatest, says the Lord; for I will forgive their iniquity, and 
remember their sin no more. 

 

John 12:20-33 

Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some 
Greeks. They came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said 
to him, ‘Sir, we wish to see Jesus.’ Philip went and told Andrew; then 
Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. Jesus answered them, ‘The hour 
has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. Very truly, I tell you, unless a 
grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but 
if it dies, it bears much fruit. Those who love their life lose it, and those who 
hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal life. Whoever serves me 
must follow me, and where I am, there will my servant be also. Whoever 
serves me, the Father will honour.  

‘Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say – Father, save me from this 
hour”? No, it is for this reason that I have come to this hour. Father, glorify 
your name.’ Then a voice came from heaven, ‘I have glorified it, and I will 
glorify it again.’ The crowd standing there heard it and said that it was 
thunder. Others said, ‘An angel has spoken to him.’ Jesus answered, ‘This 
voice has come for your sake, not for mine. Now is the judgement of this 
world; now the ruler of this world will be driven out. And I, when I am lifted 
up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.’ He said this to indicate the 
kind of death he was to die.  

 

Anthem 

 Create In Me A Clean Heart, O God 

  Based on Psalm 51: 10-13, Music by Carl F. Mueller 

  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S0gQpwQMqLo 

 

Reflection 

What a request comes to Jesus’ disciple Philip in our reading from John’s 
gospel this week.  “Sir, we wish to see Jesus”, some Greek speaking 
pilgrims ask.  That statement has been carved on to numerous church 
pulpits over the years, as a reminder to preachers that this is what the 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S0gQpwQMqLo


congregation asks too.  “We wish to see Jesus.”  It’s humbling and 
challenging to a preacher to see and hear and take in that statement. 

In John’s gospel, the idea of seeing takes on a larger meaning.  It goes far 
beyond just sight with the eyes.  To see, in this gospel, is to understand 
deeply the significance of something or someone, usually Jesus.  It is to be 
immersed in the reality of someone, and to know deeply the meaning and 
import of that person.  To see Jesus, here, is to know fully that he is God 
among the people, and to recognize what that means for his followers and 
disciples.  So these Greeks want to “see” Jesus in the fullest way.  Clearly, 
they have heard amazing things about him and want to know for themselves 
the truth about him.  Can what they have heard be real?  Is it true that in him 
one can know God? 

We don’t know from the text whether or not they actually do get to see 
Jesus in any way at all.  Presumably they do – the story wouldn’t make 
sense otherwise, but John leaves that detail out.  When his disciples tell him 
about these pilgrims, he starts into a long speech about himself and his 
relationship with God, and, again, what it means to be his follower.  This is 
at the time when Jesus makes his final visit to Jerusalem, again at 
Pentecost, again when the city is thronged with visitors who have come for 
the festival.  It’s also Jesus’ final discourse to the crowd and his followers 
before the events that we now call Holy Week. 

Surprisingly, there is the voice of God speaking to Jesus and the crowd  The 
voice tells them that. God is glorified in the person and presence of Jesus.  
There has been no such voice previously in this Gospel.  God does not 
speak here in the fourth gospel as God does in the baptism and 
transfiguration stories in the other three gospels. Here, the voice just 
confirms John’s whole theme that in Jesus, people see and know the 
presence of God among them.  That idea gets reinforced again and again 
throughout the whole Gospel, from beginning to end.  But here, as so often 
happens, the people don’t understand.  They think it might be thunder, or an 
angel speaking to Jesus.  They don’t hear, in the same way as they don’t 
see the truth as John is trying to portray it. 

There is much foreshadowing in this passage.  Jesus’ crucifixion, death, 
resurrection and ascension all have their reference here.  Words about 
Jesus being lifted up and glorified bring to mind the rest of the story.  And 
that’s important too.  These a are the culminating events of the gospel, 



making sense of everything that goes before.  The story arcs inevitably 
toward these events. 

When we hear these words, “We wish to see Jesus,” does that resonate for 
us too?  I think often it does.  We too desperately want to know the truth 
about him – the deep truth that settles into our flesh and bones.  Can we 
really believe what we hear about him?   Is he really the presence of God 
among us?  Can we come to know him, deeply and intimately?  Through 
him, will we know God? 

These are crucial questions, for our faith and for our lives.  They go to the 
heart of the humanity and the holiness that come together to create who we 
are.  In questions like these, we touch on our very identity as individuals and 
as human beings.    

Still, I wonder if we’re not a bit afraid to actually make the request to see 
Jesus.  If we do truly see him, in this deep way, what does that demand of 
us?  Does seeing Jesus – really seeing him – change us?  I’m pretty sure it 
does. 

It changes us by confronting us with the reality of God – God’s vision for our 
lives and for the world, God’s love for all creation, God’s immanent 
presence with us and within us, God’s call on our living to live certain ways 
and act in certain ways.  Seeing Jesus means seeing the innate humanity in 
every person.  We can’t dismiss or ignore anyone, as we are used to doing.  
We have to recognize the Spirit of God in each other. 

Even more, if we see Jesus, and know the full reality of his place in the 
world, then we must take seriously his call to justice and equity and 
compassion.  We are called to engage and confront the powers of the world 
that keep some people down while allowing others to benefit unwarrantedly 
from the blessings of life.  We are faced with our own complicity in systems 
that deny full life to some of our brothers and sisters.  We are summoned to 
challenge the ways of the world that oppress and antagonize, that cause 
pain and hardship, that lead to all the inequities that so plague our society. 
we are forced to act, and that’s something that so often we would rather not 
do. 

To see Jesus, then, is to become his disciple, and to take up our own cross 
and follow him and his ways.  And that’s a hard road.  To put others first 
sometimes, to set our own needs aside sometimes, to deny ourselves some 
of the pleasures we enjoy in order to support others sometimes – all this is a 
difficult choice to make.  Yet that’s the choice that’s forced on us when we 



truly see Jesus.  In the words from the Jeremiah passage today, the ways of 
Jesus get “written on our hearts,” and we can no longer set aside his 
message of love for all people and for all of creation. 

I suspect that we all at least get a glimpse of Jesus, even if we don’t see 
him as fully as we might.  We get a sense of his call on us, and we respond.  
We do things that put others first.  We engage in actions that challenge the 
destructive ways of our world.  We show compassion in pragmatic ways that 
touch others’ lives.  We write those letters, and sign those petitions, we 
support those causes and organizations, and vote those ways that make a 
difference for some, perhaps for many.  We do some of what we could do, 
even knowing that we could do even more.   

And we get tired.  We get tired of all the needs.  We get weary of all the 
demands for our action.  We get annoyed at yet another letter asking for 
money for a worthy cause.  We step back from that much-needed action 
that makes too great a demand on our time or our resources.  We turn off 
the news, not wanting to hear about yet one more situation of hardship or 
suffering to which we could respond.  Our compassion reaches its limit.  
And we resist the call to action. 

All that is understandable.  We’re not always able to step up and do what 
we’d like to do in our deepest selves.  Issues in life take hold of us, and 
direct our attention and energy in other directions.  It’s not that we’re bad, or 
lazy, or indifferent.  We’re just human, with human needs and desires for 
safety and comfort and wellness.  That’s OK. 

What’s not OK is to completely ignore the truth of Jesus – God – in the 
world.  We can’t allow ourselves to not see Jesus at all.  He is there, around 
us, beside us, and perhaps within us.  He is there in the stranger on the 
street.  He is there in the positive causes and crusades of our time.  He is 
there in the many ways we are called into action.  He is there in our church 
sanctuaries, and in our parks on our and walking paths.  He is there in the 
coffee with a friend.   Jesus is there, unmistakable when we choose to look. 
And he can be seen, if we choose to see. 

So let’s make that choice.  Let’s ask to see Jesus, and then look for him.  
Let’s find God among us, in all the many ways we can do that.  Let’s see if 
we can really see him in a deeper way, in the fuller truth of his compassion, 
and his call to justice and peace.  And when we see him, however we do 
that, let’s choose to be his disciples, follow his ways and proclaim his 



message by how we live our lives.  Let’s do that, and see what difference it 
can make. 

Amen. 

 

Minute for Mission 

The Sankofa bird  
Credit: Logo for the Sankofa Global Project, Public domain, via 
Wikimedia Commons  

 

It isn’t hard to rhyme off statistics that show 
racism is alive and well. For example, third-
generation Black Canadians make about 
$32,000 a year compared with the $48,000 
earned by those who aren’t a visible minority. 
While 94 percent of young Black Canadians 

want to complete a university degree, just 60 percent think it is possible. 
And Black Canadians are more likely than any other racial group in Canada 
to be the victims of hate crime, perhaps not surprising considering the last 
segregated school in Canada didn’t shut its doors until 1983. 

February was Black History Month. Since 1996, Canadians have set aside 
that month to recognize the realities faced by people of African descent and 
honour their contributions. 

Thanks to support through Mission & Service and the United Church 
Foundation, six young Black adults will begin to collect stories from Black 
church members about their experiences in the church as well as their 
knowledge of Black church history. This fall, they will facilitate online 
gatherings to share learnings. The project runs through December 2021. 

“Hopefully, the young adults will gather prophetic stories that help us 
understand Black experiences in our churches. The aim isn’t so much to 
identify what we do wrong. It’s not about blame. It’s about hearing the 
experiences and asking ourselves ‘Where do we go from here?’” says Emo 
Yango, who works in the United Church’s Communities in Mission unit. 
Yango adds that one of the aspects of the project he finds exciting is 
building leaders. “We lack resources from Black voices, especially younger 



ones. We are building leaders. These leaders will help us live into our 
commitment to become an anti-racist church.” 

Becoming anti-racist is an ongoing journey of transformation. Your gifts 
through Mission & Service help us take vital steps forward. Thank you for 
helping to build stronger Christian communities and a better world.  

 

Affirmation of Faith 

We believe that flowers need the rain. 
We believe that humans need community. 
We believe that bodies need rest. 
We believe that hearts need connection. 
We believe that mornings need sunrise. 
We believe that seasons need change. 
We believe that grief needs space. 
We believe that change needs time. 
We believe that love needs security. 
We believe that pain needs art. 
We believe that joy needs company. 
We believe that our spirits need God. 
Again and again, our spirits need God. 
Fortunately for us, we trust that 
God is here. 
God is at work in our lives. 
God is a lighthouse keeper that never gives up. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Hymns: 

 Now the Green Blade Rises VU 186 

  Phyllis Rugg 

  https://youtu.be/15XdngmTYfY  

 

 Come Touch Our Hearts MV 12 

  Mary Lou Beck and Paul Denham 

  https://youtu.be/d_F-xWfLGm0  

https://united-church.ca/donate
https://united-church.ca/donate
https://youtu.be/15XdngmTYfY
https://youtu.be/d_F-xWfLGm0


  

Community Prayer (with bell)  

We reach in and reach out – to feel God’s embrace of our humanity, Jesus’ 
invitation to wholeness and holiness, and the Spirit’s grace for new life and 
transformation.   

We bring into the light of God’s love some of the shadows on our lives in 
today’s world. 

We pray for leaders – leaders of our own community and nation, religious 
leaders and leaders throughout the world, that decisions may be shaped by 
generosity and caring for many, especially those too often left out. May they 
– and we – see and know and embrace the Spirit of God, alive and at work 
in so many ways among us everywhere.  

(Bell - Silence.) 

We pray for those who face life with resistance and cruelty from others – 
living in a society obsessed with success and achievement, dealing with 
prejudices and barriers of all sorts. May all people come to know 
themselves loved and accepted and holy. 

 (Bell - Silence.) 

We pray for those with illness or injury, disease or disability, encumbered – 
with life’s fullness constrained.  May wellness come to their living, comfort to 
their bodies, and wholeness to their spirits. 

 (Bell - Silence.) 

We pray for those who hold the inner darkness of despair and fear, 
hopelessness and anger, loneliness and loss, violence and hatred.  May 
they know peace and restoration of mind and soul.  

(Bell - Silence.) 

We pray for the shadows in our own lives that need the healing light of 
God’s love.  

(Bell - Silence.) 

God is found in the heart of the world, even though it can bewilder and 
perplex us.   May God’s love be known to all of us when we run out of our 
own good will and find the limits of our own ways.  May the brightness of 
God’s love fill the deepest and darkest places of every life and every spirit. 

May we hear the voices of God in our own words of the prayer of Jesus 



from the foundations of our faith of long ago, as we say ... 

Our Creator, who is in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name. 
Your Kingdom come,  
 your will be done 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
 and forgive us our trespasses 
  as we forgive those  
   who trespass against us.  
Lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
For yours is the kingdom, 
  the power and the glory,  
  for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

Benediction 

Go from this time with your voice lifted high in praise.  Go from this time with 
your heart lifted high in joy.  Go from this time with your spirit lifted high in 
vision.  Go from this time with God’s peace and in God’s love.  Amen. 

 

Postlude: https://youtu.be/rHer8jEwzuc  
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